August 27, 1940

Mr, L. C, Bishop
State Engineer
Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Dear Mr, Bishop:

This will acknowledze receipt of your letter of August 24, having
to do with problems of distribution on Burnt and Henrys forks in Summit
and Daggett countioa, Utah, and contiguous areas thereto in the State of

Hiyominge

As you were advised, Mr, A, G. Burton, Engineer of this office, was
assigned to investigate the conditions complained of b you in your letter
of August 16, also matters covered by Mr, William MeGinnis of Burnt Fork,
Wyoming in his letter of the same date. -

The waters of these two streams rise in Utah and flow thence into
Wyoming, being used in each of the States for irrigation, stock-watering,
and domestic purposes. The righte in Wyoming have been determined. That
is not the case, however, in Utah.,  Disputes, therefore, are constantly
arising, not only between the irrigators of the respective States, but be-
tween the irrigators themselves in each of the States, ITach year, there-
fore, as the natural flow of these streams begins to diminish, trouble
arises and. is carried on for the balance of the irrigation season, except
when the precipitation is such as to make the water supply in excess of the
rights involved. Added to this complication and disagreement of ‘rights is
the fact that one D. Ces Jensen, who is more or less irresponsible from every
point of view, takes the water with or without right as he chooses, Both
States have attempted to bring him to justice, but to this time failure has
resulted and probably will continue until the rights on the Utah side will
have.been determined by a court. Funds are now available to make a State
Engineer's determination of these rights, and we are only waiting for a
decision of the Supreme Court to ascertain whether or not the State Engineer
can legally proceed with a study of the rights for use of the court in mak-
ing a decree of the.righte on Burnt and Henrys forks, or whether it will be
necessary for these people to begin suit in the court and bring in all par-
ties involved, starting a.litigation which will probably continue a lifetime,
as have many suits of this nature,

: It is noted that you say that a suit was filed by the Idaho users
requesting the court to determine the rights of the Idaho-Wyoming users on
an. interstate stream and after six years of litigation without a determine-
tion the State Ingineer of Wyoming, in the person of yourself, and Mr,
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